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My daughter loves her Pentecostal Church. I am truly grateful for all that this loving 
community church has done for her and means to her. Attending its services, however, for 
me is difficult, partly because I am uncomfortable with loud music, but mostly because so 
much of its preaching does not ring true, at least not biblically true. Reading “Spirit 
Hermeneutics” unfortunately does not help in this regard, but it does help me understand my 
reservations. It is certainly not for lack of academic excellence in style or content (half of the 
text is in footnotes). Keener has a compellingly gentle and plain academic style of writing 
with which to dismiss his critics. He is an accomplished exegete such that he may seem 
irrefutable. Furthermore the book is brilliantly organised so as to present his point of view to 
best effect.  
 

My problem is that I went to Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (just ‘up the road’ 
from Asbury) as a seminarian in the late seventies. Frank Tupper’s course on “Bible and 
Revelation” offered a wide range of understandings and not a false dichotomy of historical 
criticism versus the spiritual. Eric Rust in “Philosophy of Religion” taught me a commitment 
to truth and an understanding of Kant and Kierkegaard that deepened my understanding of 
faith beyond that which is offered in this text. Joe Callaway’s “Biblical Archaeology” forever 
changed me as he brought transparency to the Old Testament, in particular to its humanity 
that is so more profound than that given by piety. Hugo Culpepper’s Mission Courses 
introduced me to the art of listening without condemnation to Marxists, Witches, Hindus and 
Buddhists that clearly Keener needs to learn. My father’s unforgettable courses on the 
“Kingdom of God” and “Revelation” left me awestruck as he demonstrated the power of 
multi-faceted biblical exegesis. 
 

The more I read the more I came upon a deeper problem that is theological and 
trinitarian. It is a truism that we have a notion of divinity given us by our culture. My answer 
to this is that which is recommended by ‘red letter’ Baptists, the dictum that when we take 
care to understand the words of Jesus first (and live by them), then the rest of the bible takes 
care of itself. Not just that but our doctrine of the trinity too, since then our understanding of 
God and the Holy Spirit become inseparable from the meaning we give to the title, ‘Lord 
Jesus Christ’. Only then do may we break out of the constraints of our cultural 
understandings of God and Spirit. If we could do this, the church might be revolutionised by 
the Spirit of Pentecost. 

 
I hope I am not unfair to Keener but to me his hermeneutic seems to support a 

doctrine of the ‘Lordship of the Bible’ that far from renewing the church, though not 
fundamentalist, runs the risk of killing the spirit - a contradiction of Pentecost. 

 
  


